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 It is 2026.  Already?  There is an old 
saying, ‘The calendar waits for no 

one.’  So here we go.  As we move 
forward, I think it is helpful to look 
back a little.  As you read this, we 
obviously have so much to be 
thankful for.  If nothing else, God 
has blessed you with another day!  

In a couple days, we get to 
celebrate ‘our’ Christmas.  You know, 

Epiphany, January 6.  This is the Gentile 
Christmas.  The day that we celebrate the Wise Men 
coming to worship Jesus! 

A new calendar year.  We get to plan for many events.  In 
my family, we have a whole bunch of birthdays in this 
month.  Another thing to be thankful for! 

Some folks get a little ‘down’ because the beautiful 
decorations come down.  Perhaps if the decorations were 
up all year, we would not love them so much? 

January is a good month to show love to your family and 
friends.  With the cold and the snow, a warm smile and a 
hug goes a long way!  Peace is a good, welcoming 
church.  Keep up the good work! 

I wish you a great, safe, and healthy New Year!  May God 
be with you and your family!  Many blessings! 
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A Message from Our E.C. Director… 
 

New Year, New Beginnings 
A new year brings new beginnings, and January is an exciting time to start 
thinking about preschool enrollment for the upcoming school year!  We are 

so grateful for the continued support of our church and school families as 
we joyfully plan for what lies ahead. 
 
Re-enrollment for current families and church members opens on 
January 19, at 9:00am, through February 1, We look forward to 
welcoming returning families as they secure a spot for their child for the 

next school year.  Enrollment for new families begins February 4. 
 

We are also excited to invite families and members of our community to our 
School Open House on January 26, from 6:00–7:00pm.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to tour our campus, meet our staff, and learn more about our preschool classes for 2s, 
3s, 4s, and Young 5s.  Please help us spread the word by sharing this information with your family, 
friends, and neighbors.  We truly appreciate your support in sharing the many blessings of our 
excellent academic preschool program.  
 
At Peace Lutheran Preschool, children grow socially, spiritually, physically, and academically.  We 
are blessed to partner with families as we help children discover the joy of learning and the love of 
Jesus each and every day. 
 
During the week of January 25, we will celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week, giving thanks 
for the blessings of Christian education.  We invite you to join us on January 31 at 5:00 p.m. for our 
Children’s Worship Service, marking the conclusion of Lutheran Schools Week.  Following the 
service, please stay for fellowship in the gym with food and special treats. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our ministries.  We wish you and your family a happy, 
healthy, and blessed New Year! 
 
Suzette Quail 
Early Childhood Director 
 

 

Special Dates for January 2026 

 New Year’s Day, January 1, 2026 

 Epiphany, January 6, 2026 

 Baptism of the Lord, January 11, 2026 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 19, 2026 
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A Message from the Editor… 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
Thank you, Holly Nelson, Micah Nelson, Caroline Komer, Tellinghuisen sisters, our 
Praise Team, our KidZone, Preschool, and K through 8 choirs for singing joyful 
songs and for playing touching tunes unto the Lord with us during our December 14 
Christmas Concert.  Thank you, Pastor Klemm, for your inspirational message of 

the Christmas Story!  All of you helped prepare our hearts for Christmas!  
 
May we take the Christmas message wherever we go throughout the new year! 
 
Happy 2026! 
 
Jackie Pilan  
 
PS: The deadline for February’s Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Tuesday, Janaury 20. 
 

Board and Ministry News… 
 

The Board of Christian Care 
 

 
Peace’s Board of Christian Care created and delivered Christmas care packages to our 
homebound members.  The bright red and beautifully wrapped baskets were filled with fresh fruit, 
soup, candy, devotionals and a lovely crosses, cookies, Kleenex®, and lip balm.  Thank you to 
Peace students for your handmade Christmas cards! 
 
The Board of Christian Care meets every first Tuesday of the month, at 6:00pm, in the 
Gathering Room.  Please join us! 
 
Judy Franckiewicz, Board of Christian Care  
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Puzzle Days 

January, February  

and March 2026 
All ages are invited to assemble jigsaw 

puzzles and to enjoy some fellowship 

starting on January 6, at 10:00am! 

Please contact Holly at 

hnelson@peaceshelby.org with any 

questions.   

  

 

High School  

Late Nighter 
January 16, 2026 
6:00pm-12:00am 

High School kids, from 9th-12th grade are 
invited for a night of fun, games, and more 
at a special surprise location on Friday, 
January 16, 2026, from 6:00pm-12:00am!  
Contact Holly with any questions. 

 

  

 

Junior Youth 

 Late Nighter 
January 18, 2026 
6:00pm-12:00am 

Junior High kids, from 5th-8th grade are 

invited for a night of fun, games, and more, 

at a special surprise location, on Sunday 

January 18, 2026, from 6:00pm-12:00am!  

Contact Holly with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hnelson@peaceshelby.org
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

January 19, 2026 
Peace is hosting a Blood Drive with the 
American Red Cross on Monday, January 
19, from 12:00pm to 6:00pm.  Please 
consider donating blood.  A single blood 
donation may help up to three different 
people. 
 
Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 
for availability, go 
to www.redcrossblood.org and search 
sponsor code: peaceshelby or call  
Peggy Bobel at 248-840-0553. 

 

  

 

Children’s Worship 

Service 
January 31, 2026 

 
Join us for our special Children’s Worship 
Service on Saturday, January 31, 2026, at 
5:00pm.  Refreshments to follow! 

  

 

Glow Crazy 
February 27, 2026 

Join us for some family fun on Friday, 
February 27, 2026, from 6:30-8:30pm for 
our Glow Crazy Preschool Family Dance!  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Suzette at squail@peaceshelby.org.   

  

New Year’s Office Hours 

Thursday, January 1, and Friday January 2, 2026 

Office Closed 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kKdga-E_NREculYpdAZC199FHeLtNsYUpOCYobxWrud5aOervml5imHqpQHlho7vI_ex6hI5DQSFnr27U1Y_2foozjgqwWYYyE9dE6DhlWZYVXtl5-wq1tS6nq6wPIROjjRndXKQV0h8lpo4CvXoOw==&c=PIO4v8vy73dE_FrmsLLaptoxsYxEoSNcxIjYMrLitSoX5bwRbmupjg==&ch=r3JHWXLrW7t2csPFr_KcVD3tMP7WL3kR-QZFPhFT94QmT--cgLvn9A==
mailto:squail@peaceshelby.org
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GriefShare Grief Support Group 
No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful, 
confusing process.  A GriefShare group is a safe, 
welcoming place where people understand the difficult 
emotions of grief.  At this 13-week support group 
program, you will discover what to expect in the days 
ahead and what’s “normal” in grief.  Since there are no 
neat, orderly stages of grief, you will learn helpful ways 
of coping with grief, in all its unpredictability – and gain 
sold support each step of the way.  
 
At each weekly meeting, you will view a video featuring 
respected counselors, pastors, and healthcare 
professionals on grief-related topics, plus you will hear 
relatable personal stories of grief.  After that, is a small-
group discussion to allow people time to talk, share 
support, and personally apply what they learned on the 
video.  Everyone will receive a book to take home filled 
with valuable exercises for navigating their personal 
grieving process.  
 
Topics include how to manage grief-related emotions 
such as loneliness, anxiety, sadness, anger and regret; 
how to cope with the changes in your life and 
relationships, and how to recognize what’s normal in 
grief and what to do if you feel stuck or hopeless. 
 
GriefShare group participants have repeatedly shared 
that they feel comforted and encouraged by being in a 
place where people truly understand what they are 
going through.  And they feel a sense of relief when 
they are given guidance and tips on how to deal with 
the daily challenges. 
 
Your bereavement experience may be recent or not so 
recent.  No matter how long it has been, this is an 
opportunity to be around people who understand what 
you are feeling. 
 
If you have experienced the death of a family member 
or friend, you are invited to attend.  For more details 
and to register go to 
https://www.peaceshelby.org/griefshare-group.  
 
A new 13-week session starts on Monday, January 
26, 2026, at 6:00pm.  You may also contact the 
Church Office at 586-731-4120. 
 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/griefshare-group
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Student Re-Enrollment 

January 19, 2026 
It is that time again!  We are excited to 
continue our partnership in your child’s 
education at Peace Lutheran School.  Keep 
an eye out for an email from Peace 
Lutheran regarding important information 
about the reenrollment process.  If you do 
not know your family portal login 
information, please call the office at  
586-731-4120 

  

 

New Student  

Open House 
January 26, 2026, 6:00pm 

Join us for a New Student Open House at 
Peace Lutheran on Monday, January 26, 
2026, from 6:00-7:00pm!  This is a chance 
to meet teachers and students, and to get 
all of your questions answered!  We hope to 
see you there. 

  

 

Open Enrollment 
Starts on February 2, 2026 

Save the Date!  Open enrollment begins on 
Monday, February 2.  We would love to 
meet you and answer your questions before 
then.  Join us at our Open House or fill out 
the inquiry form on our website. 
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Puzzle 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 



  

Worship Services 
On-Site Sunday Worship 

8:30am Traditional 

10:30am Contemporary 
 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s App, YouTube Channel and 

Facebook Page  
 

Sunday Bible Studies  
Adult Bible Studies 

9:45-10:30am  
 

HSYM/JYM  
9:45am  

 

 KidZone and Nursery 
During the 10:30am Service 

 

Wednesday Bible Studies 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

10:00am, Gathering Room 

Wednesday Night Bible Studies 
6:30pm, Bible Study 

7:00pm, Zoom Study 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
6:30pm, Women’s Study,  

Gathering Room 
 

Prayer Group 
2:30pm, Mondays, at the  

Klein Residence 
 

Church Calendar 
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-

calendar 
 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf 
e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran 

Messenger,” please send your request with your 
name and e-mail address to 

enews@peaceshelby.org. 
 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

     Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 
Michael Nelson, Principal 
John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 
Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 
Cindy Almstadt, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 
Jason Abele, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Judy Franckiewicz, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 
Tom McClelland, Board of Christian Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Michael Nelson, Principal 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 
Ronda Spalding, Lutheran Special Education Ministry 

Andrea Reed, 8th Grade Teacher 
Kathy Schurig, 7th Grade Teacher 
Heather Abele, 6th Grade Teacher  

Ruth Smigielski, 5th Grade Teacher 
Carolyn Zuccherino, 4th Grade Teacher 

Janel Stier, 3rd Grade Teacher 
Marisol Nieto, 3rd Grade Teaching Assistant 

Heidi Chaplin, 2nd Grade Teacher  
Lana McIntosh, 2nd Grade Teaching Assistant 

 Erin Geffert, 1st Grade Teacher 
Mel Sledzinski & Karin Sparks, 1st Grade Teaching Assistant 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 
Erin Olsen & Gail Willemsen, Kindergarten Teaching Assistants 
Preschool Staff:  Jessica Bailey, Josie Docherty, Dena Galovich, 

Lisa Johnson, Melissa Jones, Michelle Jones,  Heather Lewis, 
Kaitlin Lewis,Susan Muraszewski, Sadie Schwark, Lydia Tomczyk, 

Sandra Vitale, Janice Yizze 
Latchkey: Ashley Abele, Rebecca Polchowski, Suzette Quail  

Lunch Coordinator: Jennifer McCoy 
 

Office Assistants: Kim Domerese, Sarah Johnson, 
 Talayna Redford 

Financial Accounts Manager: Diane Dawson 
Deacon: Deacon Jim Schurig 

Media Liaison: Jessica Franckiewicz 
Website and App Maintenance: Jackie Pilan 

Organist: Mark Holz     Praise Team Lead: Stacy Babich 
 

Contact Information 
Office: 586-731-4120      Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 
 

 
Office Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm 
 

Peace Lutheran Church and School 
6580 24-Mile Road  Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org
http://www.peaceshelby.org/

