
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank You 

 

 

 

 

 

I wanted to take the time to say thank you.  Thank you, Lord, for 
your Grace, Mercy and Love.  Thank you for always being with me, 
through good times and those difficult times that just seem to sneak 
up on us.  Thank you for always claiming me as your child. 

Thank you also to my Family of Faith.  Thank you for all your 
prayers, text messages, emails and cards.  They lift my spirit and 
give me strength.  I am so blessed to include all the people of Peace 
as MY brothers and sisters. 

Thank you to Deacon Jim and Michael Nelson for jumping in, often 
on short notice, to lead services and preach.  We are all blessed to 
have you serving among us.  

Thank you also to my partner in church, Holly Nelson.  She has 
carried a heavier load and has been a constant source of strength 
and support. 

 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Thank you to our Elders who have been there for me every step of the way. And thank you to our 
Preschool and School staff for their prayers and words of encouragement. 

My Lord has blessed me in many ways.  He allowed me a second chance to become a Pastor and I 
am eternally thankful for that!  And I am Truly Thankful that the Lord has allowed and blessed me, 
with being the Pastor of a great and loving Family of Faith – known as Peace Lutheran Church! 

Thank you for all your LOVE!  

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Klemm 

 

 

A Message from Our Deacon… 
 

March, already?  March is a month of promise.  We are in the season of Lent 
– the whole month – that promises that Easter is coming.  The first day of 
Spring is this month and that promises warm weather.  For our children, 

March is Reading Month, which promises them seeing what God is 
doing through books.  For me, March Madness is here–I love college 
basketball (Go Blue)!  We also get to enjoy St. Patrick’s Day; this 
promises more fun.  The last week of March is Holy Week.  This 
week shows us how much Jesus loves us.  With this love, we are 
promised eternal life with Jesus in heaven! 

I encourage you to invite someone to 
church so that they can hear how much 

Jesus loves them too!  We see many 
exciting and fun things coming our way!  Let 

us remember to thank God for His many blessings!  Shalom, 
Shalom! 

Serving Jesus and His People, 

Deacon Jim Schurig 
 

 

When Life Needs a Little Wind 

Botanists  say that trees need the powerful March winds to flex their trunks and main 

branches, so that the sap is drawn up to nourish the budding leaves. 

Perhaps we need the gales of life in the same way, though we dislike enduring them. A 

blustery period in our fortunes is often the prelude to a new spring of life and health, success 

and happiness, when we keep steadfast in faith and look to the good in spite of appearances.—

Jane Truax                         (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com)  

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 

What a winter we have had!  I do not think I have been more excited to see 
the calendar turn to March in a while.  We have had a lot of things happen in 
2026 that I am excited to share with you. 

In the middle of January, we held our school wide Spelling Bee 
competition.  Congratulations to 7th grader Jake Zaha for winning the 
Bee!  We wish him prayers as he prepares for the local competition in 

March. 

At the end of January, we celebrated National Lutheran Schools Week.  As we 
learned what it meant to “Make a Joyful Noise,” we had some fun dress down 

days and activities.  I think the school wide bingo was the biggest hit, but I also enjoyed the class 
singing presentations! 

February saw a first for 
Peace.  Our “Team Name” 
team won the Lutheran 
Northwest 5/6 Grade Quiz 
Bowl Competition.  It was the 
first time a team from Peace 
won that competition!   
 
Congratulations to our students 

for their accomplishments. 

We also have seen the 
conclusion of our basketball 
season.  We are sad to see 
nine of our 8th graders 
conclude their basketball 
careers at Peace, but we 
wish them God’s blessings 
as they finish out their 
school year. 

Finally, thank you for the 
prayers for our school.  From 

finances, time, and enrollments, we 
are excited to find ways to share God’s love and message with all of 

the students that come through our doors.  We have almost 90% of our students re-enrolled for 
next year, and I am sure that number will climb as the spring continues.  Please pray for families 
that are making these decisions, and that God would guide the students He wants to be in our 
school and to find a way to make it happen. 

May God bless your spring as we conclude our Lenten reflection and look forward to our 
celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday.   
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A Message from Our E.C. Director… 
 

Peace Lutheran Preschool – March News 🌷📚 
 

We are looking forward to warmer weather and the first sweet signs of spring!  
March is always an exciting month in preschool as our little learners explore all 
things weather—from sunshine and rain to wind and maybe even a little 

leftover snow.  We will also begin preparing our hearts for Easter, learning 
the beautiful story of Jesus’ love and the hope we celebrate in this joyful 
season. 
 
If you know someone looking for an amazing preschool program, we 
currently have limited spots available in our 3s and 4s classes, with 

availability in our Panther Cubs and Young 5s programs.  Please help us 
spread the word so we can continue sharing the love of Jesus with more 

families in our community. 
 

March is Reading Month!  📖 
 
We are excited to celebrate the joy of reading all month long!  Join us for FREE Drop-In Story Time 
every Wednesday in March from 10:00–11:00 a.m.  Our amazing Cubs teacher, Mrs. Sandi Vitae, will 
lead children in favorite stories, crafts, sensory play, music, and movement activities.  Invite a friend or 
two and come join the fun! 
 
Throughout the month, students and staff will enjoy fun dress days and special activities centered 
around books and literacy.  We are even challenging our students and staff to see who can read the 
most books! 
 

Get ready… let us read!  📚✨ 

 
Blessings, 
Suzette Quail 
Early Childhood Director 

 

 

A Message from the Editor… 
 

 
Dear Readers, 
 
I want to wish everyone an inspirational and introspective Lenten season, and I pray  
that you are planning in your hearts for Hoy Week, which begins on Sunday, March 
29, 2026.  
 

Sunday, March 8 is Daylight Saving Time.  Remember to set your clocks forward one hour.  It is also a great 
time to check and change your batteries in all of your important devices.  
 
Jackie Pilan  
 
 PS: The deadline for April’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Friday, March 20. 
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Board and Ministry News… 
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Mom to Mom Sale 
March 7, 2026 

Get ready for unbeatable deals at our Spring Mom to Mom Sale!  Whether you are looking for 
gently used clothing, toys, or baby gear, you will find everything you need at fantastic prices.  Bring 
your friends, shop, and save big this spring! 
 

👗 Clothing for all age’s 

🧸 Toys & Games 

👶 Baby Gear & Furniture 

📅 Date: Saturday, March 7, 8:00am-12:00pm 

📍 Location: Peace Lutheran Church and School 

 
Don’t miss out on these fabulous finds — mark your calendar and we will see you there! 
 
Early Bird Admission at 8:00am 
General Admission at 9:00am 
Strollers after 10:00am 
 
Admission is $3 for early bird and $2 general.  Kids are free! 
Concessions available. 
 
Table space is full.  Please join us for our fall Mom to Mom Sale. Are you interested in renting table 
space for our fall Mom to Mom Sale?  Email Brenda Naeyaert at bnaeyaert5@gmail.com. 
 
All proceeds benefit Peace 8th Grade Trip 2026. 
 

mailto:bnaeyaert5@gmail.com
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Ministry Highlights  

Series Begins in March! 
Have you considered joining a board or 
ministry at Peace, but you were not 
sure where you would be a good fit?  
Check out our Ministry Highlights 
Series, and get the information you 
seek.  Pick up a handout and/or speak 
with one of our friendly leaders, who will 
be available every Sunday in March, 
after each 8:30 and 10:30am worship 
services to answer your questions and 
to welcome you!  We hope to see you 
there! 
 

  

 

Family Skate Night 
March 9, 2026 

Our Student Council is hosting a Family 
Skate Night and would like to invite all 
of our church and school families.  
Please join us on Monday, March 9, 
from 6:00pm to 8:00pm, at The New 
Rink for a night of fun.  Skates will be 
available for rental for $2.00 or you can 
bring your own.  Admission is $10.  
Food and drinks will also be available 
for purchase.  Please contact the 
school office at 586-731-4120.   

  

 

Open Enrollment 
2026-2027 

We still have some spots open!  If you 
want to enroll your child, or if you have 
any questions about our preschool or K-
8 programs, please contact us at 586-
731-4120.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe. 

—St. Augustine                          (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com.) 
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60+ Group 

St. Patrick’s Day 

Gathering  
March 11, 12:30pm 

Join Peace’s 60+ Group 
on Wednesday, March 11, at 
12:30pm, for some St. Patrick's Day 
fun!  We will meet at O'Connor's Public 
House (324 S Main St., Rochester, MI 
48307) for a delicious lunch.  Please 
contact Holly to RSVP. 

 

 
 

Puzzle Days 
 
Tuesdays at 10:00am 
January, February and March 
All ages welcome 
Please contact Holly at hnelson@peaceshelby.org with any 
questions. 
 

mailto:hnelson@peaceshelby.org
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Holy Week 2026 
 

Join us for special services, from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday, as we solemnly observe 
the passion and death of Jesus Christ and celebrate His Resurrection. 

  

 

Holy Week 2025 
March 29-April 5, 2026 

Holy week at Peace is the week  
between Palm Sunday and Easter, 
observed with special solemnity as a 
time of devotion to the Passion of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

  

  

 

Palm Sunday 
 March 29, 2026 

This Palm Sunday, March 29 join us for 
a celebration of faith, hope, and 
renewal.  Come together in worship as 
we commemorate Jesus' triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem. 
 
Join us in-person at 8:30am 
(Traditional) and 10:30am 
(Contemporary) in person and 
streaming at 10:30am. 
 

  

 

Maundy Thursday 
April 2, 2026 

Maundy Thursday signifies Jesus' last 
supper with His disciples.  Join us in-
person and streaming on Thursday, 

April 2, at 6:30pm. 
 
This is a Traditional Music service. 
 

  

“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.”  —St. Augustine  
                                                                         (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com) 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/
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Good Friday 
April 3, 2026 

On Good Friday, we observe the 
ultimate sacrifice of Jesus' crucifixion 
and death on the cross.  Join 
us Friday, April 3, for this solemn 
and moving tribute in-person and 
streaming at 12:00pm and in-
person at 6:30pm.  This is a 
Traditional Music service.   
 
 
 

 
  

 

Easter Sunday  
 April 5, 2026 

Come celebrate the resurrection of our 
LORD with Easter Sunday service 
on Sunday, April 5, at 8:30am and 
10:30am. 
 
The 8:30am is a Traditional Worship 
Service, while the 10:30am will be a 
Contemporary Music service. 
 
We will be live streaming both services 
on Facebook, YouTube, and the Peace 
App.  There will be NO Adult Bible 
Study, JYM Bible Study, Nursery or 
KidZone. 
 

 

  

 

Easter Breakfast 

Youth Fundraiser  
Join us for Easter Breakfast on 
Sunday, April 5, from 9:15am until 
10:30am.  We will have a delicious 
breakfast buffet in the gym between 
Easter Sunday services.  The 
breakfast is a youth fundraiser to 
help support our youth for future 
trips.   
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GriefShare Grief Support Group 
 

No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful, 
confusing process.  A GriefShare group is a safe, 
welcoming place where people understand the difficult 
emotions of grief.  At this 13-week support group 
program, you will discover what to expect in the days 
ahead and what’s “normal” in grief.  Since there are no 
neat, orderly stages of grief, you will learn helpful ways 
of coping with grief, in all its unpredictability – and gain 
sold support each step of the way.  
 
At each weekly meeting, you will view a video featuring 
respected counselors, pastors, and healthcare 
professionals on grief-related topics; plus you will hear 
relatable personal stories of grief.  After that, is a small-
group discussion to allow people time to talk, share 
support, and personally apply what they learned on the 
video.  Everyone will receive a book to take home filled 
with valuable exercises for navigating their personal 
grieving process.  
 
Topics include how to manage grief-related emotions 
such as loneliness, anxiety, sadness, anger and regret; 
how to cope with the changes in your life and 
relationships, and how to recognize what’s normal in 
grief and what to do if you feel stuck or hopeless. 
 
GriefShare group participants have repeatedly shared 
that they feel comforted and encouraged by being in a 
place where people truly understand what they are going 
through.  And they feel a sense of relief when they are 
given guidance and tips on how to deal with the daily 
challenges. 
 
Your bereavement experience may be recent or not so 
recent.  No matter how long it has been, this is an 
opportunity to be around people who understand what 
you are feeling. 
 
A new 13-week session has begun and it ends on 
Monday, May 4.  If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact Pam Aulgur 
at griefshare@peaceshelby.org or at 586-781-3100.  
You may also contact Karin Sparks at 586-731-4120. 
 
If you have experienced the death of a family member or 
friend, you are invited to attend.  
 

 
 
 

mailto:griefshare@peaceshelby.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 

VBS 2026 RAINFOREST FALLS 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

Root Kids in a Relationship With God 

Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and colorful 

creatures.  Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong adventure of 

discovering the nature of God.  They will explore what it means to be rooted in relationship with God, their 

creator, a safe place in life’s storms. 

 

PARTICIPATION REGISTRATION 

Participation registration starts on April 1, 2026! 

 

VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

We need you!  Volunteer positions for before and during VBS. VBS volunteers must be going into 7th grade* 

(Fall 2026) or older.  *Contact Holly for details on our younger volunteers. 

   

HELP IS NEEDED FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

 CREW LEADERS: Lead a small group of children by asking questions, encouraging kids, and helping 

kids and station leaders.  NO PREPARATION REQUIRED. 

 GREETER: Welcome participants and parents each day from 8:30am-9:15am. 

 REGISTRATION: Help children sign each day from 8:30am-9:15am. 

 SIGN OUT TABLE: Help participants sign out from 11:30am-12:15pm. 

  

Hours are eligible for credit toward National Honor Society, Noah, Joy and Peace and other group volunteer 

hours.  Volunteer sign-up is open!  Sign up at https://www.peaceshelby.org/vbs.  

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/vbs
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ONE STEP AT A TIME 
by Beverly Porter 

 
I have been hearing the phrase, “One step at a time“ quite frequently 
lately.  My doctor said it as we discussed a slower healing than we 
expected.  Let us take it “One step at a time,” she calmly told me.  
My son used it on me as we were discussing our move into our 
new home.  I even heard it on the radio in a song.  But where I hear 
it the most is at home.  My husband and I have different opinions on how 
to paint a room.  My way is to paint it in 2 days.  His plan is to paint one wall 
a day, In other words, “One step at a time.”  This is like comparing a turtle to 
a cougar.  I prefer the latter. 
 
So what is so important about the use of our feet (steps)?  I have been more 
observant in how they are used.  Our 2-year-old great grandchild can use 
hers in an amazing way.  She can run across a room and when she comes 
to the little step that separates 2 rooms she steps up without looking at her 
feet, This must be her version of “One step at a time.”  We watched last 
year's 4th of July parade.  The use of steps was displayed in an incredible 
way as the marching bands passed by.  The uniforms they wore and the 
music they played were all different.  But there was one thing they had in common...Steps.  Each 
band synchronized their steps as they lifted their legs high, moving as one.  They were 
demonstrating “One step at a time”. 
 
I began to wonder how steps are mentioned in scripture.  This word is used 38 times, Here are a 
few Biblical verses: 
 
Psalm 37:23 : The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord 
Proverbs 16:9: A man's heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps 
 
These are wonderful verses about steps, but do they have anything to do with our now well-used 
phrase, “One step at a time”?  I think much of it has to do with waiting; waiting is slow.  Jacob had 
to wait 14 years for Rachel to become his wife, Joseph waited 13 years from his cruel sale into 
slavery by his brothers until he became a man of great power.  So when our progress as a 
Christian seems slow or our future seems to be going nowhere, maybe God is just taking us “ONE 
STEP AT A TIME.”  I might even be painting a room “One step at a time”! 
 

 

Daylight Saving Time 
 

March 8 is Daylight Saving Time.  Remember to set your clocks 
forward one hour.  It is also a great time to check and change 
your batteries in all of your important devices.  
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Worship Services 
On-Site Sunday Worship 

8:30am Traditional 

10:30am Contemporary 
 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s App, YouTube Channel and 

Facebook Page  
 

Sunday Bible Studies  
Adult Bible Studies 

9:45-10:30am  
 

HSYM/JYM  
9:45am  

 

 KidZone and Nursery 
During the 10:30am Service 

 

Wednesday Bible Studies 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

10:00am, Gathering Room 

Wednesday Night Bible Studies 
6:30pm, Bible Study 

7:00pm, Zoom Study 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
6:30pm, Women’s Study,  

Gathering Room 
 

Prayer Group 
2:30pm, Mondays, at the  

Klein Residence 
 

Church Calendar 
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-

calendar 
 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf 

e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran 
Messenger,” please send your request with your 

name and e-mail address to 
enews@peaceshelby.org. 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

     Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 
Michael Nelson, Principal 
John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 
Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 
Cindy Almstadt, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 
Jason Abele, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Judy Franckiewicz, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 
Tom McClelland, Board of Christian Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Michael Nelson, Principal 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 
Ronda Spalding, Lutheran Special Education Ministry 

Andrea Reed, 8th Grade Teacher 
Kathy Schurig, 7th Grade Teacher 
Heather Abele, 6th Grade Teacher  

Ruth Smigielski, 5th Grade Teacher 
Carolyn Zuccherino, 4th Grade Teacher 

Janel Stier, 3rd Grade Teacher 
Marisol Nieto, 3rd Grade Teaching Assistant 

Heidi Chaplin, 2nd Grade Teacher  
Lana McIntosh, 2nd Grade Teaching Assistant 

 Erin Geffert, 1st Grade Teacher 
Mel Sledzinski & Karin Sparks, 1st Grade Teaching Assistant 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 
Erin Olsen & Gail Willemsen, Kindergarten Teaching Assistants 
Preschool Staff:  Jessica Bailey, Josie Docherty, Dena Galovich, 

Lisa Johnson, Melissa Jones, Michelle Jones,  Heather Lewis, 
Kaitlin Lewis,Susan Muraszewski, Sadie Schwark, Lydia Tomczyk, 

Sandra Vitale, Janice Yizze 
Latchkey: Ashley Abele, Rebecca Polchowski, Suzette Quail  

Lunch Coordinator: Jennifer McCoy 
 

Office Assistants: Kim Domerese, Sarah Johnson, 
 Talayna Redford 

Financial Accounts Manager: Diane Dawson 
Deacon: Deacon Jim Schurig 

Media Liaison: Jessica Franckiewicz 
Website and App Maintenance: Jackie Pilan 

Organist: Mark Holz     Praise Team Lead: Stacy Babich 
 

Contact Information 
Office: 586-731-4120      Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 
 

 
Office Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm 
 

Peace Lutheran Church and School 
6580 24-Mile Road  Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org
http://www.peaceshelby.org/

