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 Christ is Risen!  He is Risen indeed!  

Alleluia! 

“He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.”  Matthew 28:6 

Easter is an awesome time of year – a time when we celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection and the gift of eternal life He earned for us!  So, let us 

rejoice over the new life that Jesus has given us – let us rejoice and 

celebrate it – each and every day! 

Join us as we worship and witness 
our Lord’s great love for all people! 

Please consider INVITING SOMEONE  
who needs to hear 

how much God loves them! 
 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Palm Sunday – March 29  8:30am & 10:30am 

 Maundy Thursday – April 2    6:30pm 

Good Friday – April 3        12:00pm & 6:30pm 

Easter Sunday – April 5    8:30am & 10:30am 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

Easter morning in the gymnasium, 9:15am-10:30am 

“PEACE YOUTH GROUP” Fundraiser 

(free will donation)  

 
 

Helping people experience a personal relationship with Jesus Christ! 

6580 Twenty-Four Mile Road ● Shelby Township, Michigan 48316 

April 2026 
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A Message from Our Deacon… 
 

April is here!  We get to celebrate to biggest day on the Christian calendar: 
EASTER!  This day is so special.  Of course, it is Resurrection Day!  Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth was dead and now He is ALIVE!  What does this mean to 
you and me?  It means that we do not have to even think about hell.  Jesus 
has defeated eternal death for us!  Because He lives, not only can we face 
tomorrow, we are promised by God, that we will live eternally with our 
Savior in heaven!  That is the best news ever!  What incredible news! 

It seems to me, that this has been a tough, long winter.  Friends, we are now 
in SPRING!  Warm weather is coming.  Beautiful flowers and the chance to 

spend some time in the warm sunshine.  Every year we look forward to seeing 
nature “come back to life.” Flowers re-appear, buds on the trees sprout leaves, and the grass turns 
green.  We get to hear the children playing outside.  I love it.  

I encourage you to invite others to church.  We all can peer into 
the empty tomb and say HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED!  
ALLELUIA!  Happy Easter!  Shalom, Shalom! 

Serving God and His People! 
Deacon Jim Schurig 
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 

Happy Easter!  

Many great things are happening here at Peace Lutheran.  March 
was our big March is Reading Month celebration.  We set some 
lofty goals for this month, but at the writing of this message, both 
the staff and students are close to meeting their goals!  They are 
looking forward to some great experiences because of their 
awesome amount of reading. It is great to see how many students 
d themselves to read.  

We have a group of four 5th graders who are currently 
reading 12 books to prepare for the upcoming Battle of the 
Books.  This is our second year that we have been able to 
participate, and they are excited to show off all the 
knowledge they learned while reading those books.  They will 
compete against 30 other teams from the Lutheran Schools 
in our area.  I know our “Plot Twisters” will represent Peace 
well. 

We are also preparing our FunD Run fundraiser.  A special 
thanks to Mrs. Johnson in our preschool for taking the reins 
and helping to set up this fundraiser.  Keep an eye on the e-news for more information on how you 
can get involved.  Thanks for your support! 

Thanks to your generous donations, we were able to buy 
almost $1000 of new recess equipment.  Thank you for 
continuing to support all areas of our student's development. 

I also want to thank each one of our teachers.  They do so 
many things that go unseen and unheralded.  I know I do not 
thank them 
enough, but if 
you happen to 
run into any of 
our teachers, 

please thank them for serving their Lord through their 
students.  I know it would mean a lot to them. 

Finally, I ask for prayers for our school.  We already 
have 196 students registered for next year in our K-8 
grades and over 100 on the preschool side.  God is 
truly blessing this place as we continue to share the 
love of Jesus with as many children as we can.  Please pray that we can serve as many families as 
possible and partner with them as they parent students through these new times.    

Michael Nelson, 
Principal 
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A Message from Our E.C. Director… 
 

April brings excitement to our classrooms as we welcome the beauty of spring, 
new life, and warmer weather!  Our preschoolers are enjoying learning about all 
things spring—exploring insects, bugs, butterflies, and worms as we discover 

the wonders of God’s creation together.  The children love observing how the 
world around us begins to grow and change during this season. 

We are also looking forward to a special opportunity to sing in church on 
April 12.  Our preschoolers are excited to share their voices as we celebrate 
the wonderful news that Jesus is alive—Hosanna!  It is always such a joy 

for the children to participate in worship with our church family. 

Another exciting event this month is the opening of Preschool Summer Camp 
registration on April 1.  We will offer three fun-filled weeks of preschool activities 

designed to engage and inspire your little learner.  This year’s themes include Summer Fun, Little 
Science Explorers, and S’More Camping Fun.  Our camps are open to families of Peace as well as 
friends in our community, so be sure to invite a friend to join the fun! 

Spring is a wonderful time of growth, discovery, and celebration in preschool.  We are grateful for the 
opportunity to learn, laugh, and share God’s love with your 
children each day.  Thank you for supporting our 
preschool ministry with your prayers.  

Blessings, 
 
Suzette Quail 
Early Childhood Director 

 
 

A Message from the Editor… 
 
Dear Readers, 
 

Happy Easter!  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! May the miracles of the Easter 
Resurrection bring you hope, joy, and personal renewal all year long! 
 
Please check out this newsletter for the many events and activities that Peace Lutheran 
Church and School has waiting for you!  We have events, activities, and studies for all 
ages! 

 
God’s Blessings! 
 
Jackie Pilan  
 
PS: The deadline for May’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Monday, April 20. 
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Board and Ministry News… 
 

 

60+ Group 

Easter Goodie Bag 

Assembly 
April 2, 2026 

Join us on Thursday, April 2, at 
10:00am, to assemble Easter Goodie 
Bags, which will be given to children 
after the Easter Sunday services.  We 
have plenty of fun assembling the 
bags, and the kids enjoy the “fruits of 
our labor”! 

  

 

Maundy Thursday 
April 2, 2026 

Maundy Thursday signifies Jesus' last 
supper with His disciples.  Join us in-
person and streaming on Thursday, 

April 2, at 6:30pm. 
 
This is a Traditional Music service. 
 

 

 

Good Friday 
April 3, 2026 

On Good Friday, we observe the 
ultimate sacrifice of Jesus' crucifixion 
and death on the cross.  Join 
us Friday, April 3, for this solemn and 
moving tribute in-person and 
streaming at 12:00pm and in-person 
at 6:30pm.  This is a Traditional Music 
service.   
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Easter Sunday  
 April 5, 2026 

Come celebrate the resurrection of our 
LORD with Easter Sunday service 
on Sunday, April 5, at 8:30am and 
10:30am. 
 
The 8:30am is a Traditional Worship 
Service, while the 10:30am will be a 
Contemporary Music service. 
 
We will be live streaming both services 
on Facebook, YouTube, and the 
Peace App.  There will be NO Adult 
Bible Study, JYM Bible Study, 
Nursery or KidZone. 
 

 

  

 

Easter Breakfast 

Youth Fundraiser  
April 5, 2026 

Join us for Easter Breakfast on 
Sunday, April 5, from 9:15am 
until 10:30am.  We will have a 
delicious breakfast buffet in the 
gym between Easter Sunday 
services.  The breakfast is a youth 
fundraiser to help support our youth 
for future trips.   
 
 

  

 



 7 

Funeral Luncheon Ministry 
 
Peace Lutheran Family and Friends,  
 
Thank you so very much for your prayers and meal donations for the 
recent funeral luncheons at Peace.  Your generosity allowed many 
people to enjoy a delicious meal while catching up with family and 
friends and celebrating the lives of their loved ones.  Any leftovers 
were sent home with family members and donated to the SSS Meal 
Ministry at Trinity-Utica. 
 
If you would like to join our Funeral Luncheon Ministry, we would 
appreciate your involvement!  Your name will be added to a list designated to the specific dish that 
you would like to donate, such as "hot dish", “side dish,” “salad" or “dessert”.  When a luncheon is 
planned, you will be called ahead of time by one of our volunteers.  By serving in this capacity, 
please know how much you will be helping the family and friends to feel the love of Peace Lutheran 
Church during a difficult time.  We are also in need of volunteers to help with set-up, serving, and 
clean-up opportunities.  
 
Please contact Tamara Amey at 586-246-1629 for more information and to join the ministry. 
 
The Board of Christian Care 
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Board of Christian Care 

Food Drive for Samaritan House 
Peace is holding a food drive to help stock the shelves of our local Samaritan House.  Your 
donations will be greatly appreciated! 

 
 Sunday, April 12 and 19: Pick up a tagged bag listing needed items, which will be available 

in the narthex/lobby.  

 Sunday, April 26: Drop-off donated items by Sunday, April 26, in tagged bags at our school 
or church. 
 

Donated items will be delivered to Samaritan House by April 28. 
 
You can contact the Board of Christian Care at christiancare@peaceshelby.org.  

 

 

Yes, I can! 

I cannot end poverty, but I can feed one hungry person.  I cannot stop war, but I 

can offer peace to my neighbor.  I cannot prevent death, but I can hold the hand 

of someone who is dying. 

These may seem like small acts, yet they are far harder—and far more 

meaningful—than any grand plan for social change.  Christ reminds us of their 

worth: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  (Matthew 

25:40, NIV).  (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com) 

mailto:christiancare@peaceshelby.org
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Mother and Son Fun 

April 12, 2026 
Get ready for an unforgettable afternoon of fun at Zap Zone!  Moms and sons of all ages are invited 

to team up, laugh big, and make lasting memories together.  Experience the thrill of laser tag, test 

your skills on the pixel floor, take a spin in bumper cars, hang on tight with bull riding, snap smiles 

at selfie golf, and enjoy even more exciting activities.  Whether you are competing, cheering each 

other on, or just having fun side by side, this high-energy night is all about connection, play, and 

time together.  Meal, dessert, and games!  Pre-registration is required. 

 

Register by Monday, April 6, at https://www.peaceshelby.org/mother-and-son-fun.  We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

 

Date and Time: Sunday, April 12, 2026; 1:00-12:00pm 

Cost: $20/person 

Menu: Pizza & Drinks 

Who: All ages.  Moms (or Mom-like figures) and sons of any age 

Location: Meet at Zap Zone Sterling Heights 
 

 

 

I have learned that people are more influenced by how much I care than by how much I know. 

—Anonymous 
                                                                           (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com) 

 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/
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Daddy Daughter Dance 
April 12, 2026 

Step into a world of sweetness at Gumdrops & Giggles, a Daddy–Daughter Dance filled with joy, 

laughter, and unforgettable memories!  Dads (and dad-like figures) are invited to escort their 

daughters for a magical evening of dancing, delicious treats, and fun-filled activities designed just for 

them.  Enjoy dinner, sweet snacks and refreshments, capture the moment at a photo station.  From 

twirling on the dance floor to sharing smiles over dessert, this special event is all about celebrating 

the priceless bond between dads and daughters in a delightfully sweet way.  🍭💖 

  

Meal, dessert, dancing and activities!  Pre-registration is required.  Register by Monday, April 6.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

  

Date and Time: Sunday, April 12, 2026; 5:00-7:00pm 

Cost: $20/person 

Menu: Penne Marinara, Fettuccine Alfredo, Chicken Tenders, Red-skin Potatoes, Green Beans, 

Salad 

Who: All ages.  Dads (or dad-like figures) and their daughters 

Location: Peace Lutheran Gym 
 

 

 

 

The best mathematical equation ever given: 1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given. 

 

 



 11 

 

 
Our FunD Run is a high-energy event where students run, cheer, and celebrate while working together to 
support our school.  Leading up to the event, students gather pledges from family and friends to help us reach 
our fundraising goal.  The funds raised through the FunD Run allow us to invest in the spaces where our 
children learn, grow, worship, compete, create, and build lifelong friendships. 
 
As we lace up and look ahead to our upcoming FunD Run, we want to take a moment to celebrate 
what you have already helped us accomplish.  Because of your generosity and joyful participation in past 
fundraisers, our school and church spaces have been transformed in meaningful ways! 
 
Through fundraising efforts like our Raise Craze and other events, we have: 

 Painted school hallways and refreshed the lobby 
 Completed a beautiful feature brick backdrop wall in the church 
 Renovated the boys’ and girls’ locker rooms with new paint, flooring, sinks, countertops, toilets, and 

fixtures (even the plungers!) 
 Installed new flooring, paint, and countertops in the kitchen and gym storage area 
 Added a new sound and screen system in the church 
 Updated hallway bathrooms with new flooring, paint, and fixtures 
 Gym LED lighting 
 Gym curtain and gym wall pads with school logo 

 
These improvements have created a safer, brighter, and more welcoming space for our students, families, 
staff, and church community.  Every coat of paint, every tile, every upgrade reflects the love and support of our 
school family. 
 
Your support truly makes a difference.  Together, we can continue providing a safe, beautiful, and inspiring 
environment for our students and families.  Thank you for helping us runs toward something great with energy, 
joy, and school spirit! 
 
Register at https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-fund-run.  
 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-fund-run
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Baseball Outing 
June 7, 2026 

Peace is headed to the ballpark!  Join your Peace Family on this kick-off to summer outing.  It will 

be an afternoon of fun, entertainment and baseball at UWM Field (formerly Jimmy John's) on 

Sunday, June 7, at 1:05pm.  Gates open at 12:00pm.  Wear your favorite Peace shirt! 

  

When:  Sunday, June 7 at 1:05pm  (Gates open 12:00pm) 

Where:  UWM Field, 7171 Auburn Rd, Utica, MI 48317 

Cost:  $5/person 

 

Signup by Monday, May 18, at https://www.peaceshelby.org/baseball-outing.  
 

 

Special Dates for April 2026 
 Holy Week Continues, March 29-April 5, 2026 

 Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026 

 Good Friday, April 3, 2026 

 Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 

 Earth Day, April 22, 2026 

 Administrative Professionals Day, April 22, 2026 
 

 

 

Easter is the great proclamation and promise of God that nothing can overcome 

God’s love, not even the murder of the Son of God.  —Charles Ferrell    (Taken with 

permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com) 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/baseball-outing
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SAVE THE DATE  

VBS 2026 RAINFOREST FALLS 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

Root Kids in a Relationship With God 

Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and colorful 

creatures.  Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong adventure of 

discovering the nature of God.  They will explore what it means to be rooted in relationship with God, their 

creator, a safe place in life’s storms. 

 

PARTICIPATION REGISTRATION 

Participation registration starts on April 1, 2026! 

 

VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

We need you!  Volunteer positions for before and during VBS. VBS volunteers must be going into 7th grade* 

(Fall 2026) or older.  *Contact Holly for details on our younger volunteers. 

   

HELP IS NEEDED FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

 CREW LEADERS: Lead a small group of children by asking questions, encouraging kids, and helping 

kids and station leaders.  NO PREPARATION REQUIRED. 

 GREETER: Welcome participants and parents each day from 8:30am-9:15am. 

 REGISTRATION: Help children sign each day from 8:30am-9:15am. 

 SIGN OUT TABLE: Help participants sign out from 11:30am-12:15pm. 

  

Hours are eligible for credit toward National Honor Society, Noah, Joy and Peace and other group volunteer 

hours.  Volunteer sign-up is open!  Sign up at https://www.peaceshelby.org/vbs.  

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/vbs
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MOVING 

by Beverly Porter 

Here is a question for you.  What event in your life is bound to 

leave you totally overwhelmed, cause sleepless nights, test your 

faith, and make you wish that you were any place but here?  If you 

guessed moving, you are right.  For those of you who have not had 

this experience, take note, It is coming someday.  I am still looking 

for my brain but I think I packed it in box marked Salvation Army.  I 

think I already donated it.  I hope that they accepted it and I can 

buy it back. 

Forty-five years ago, we moved from a small bungalow in the city 

to a larger home in the country.  We did not have a lot of STUFF so the move was not too painful.  But it 

is possible that I erased it from my memory.  It is amazing what 45 years can do for your mind.  But I do 

remember when our next-door neighbors moved many years before us.  My friend, with a glazed look in 

her eyes, threw a shoe into the van before the door closed.  I do not know if the other shoe ever made 

it.  I hope it did.  I also will not forget her troubled expression.  We are now in the reverse mode and 

downsizing.  As I took a side glance in the lovely mirror on the wall, I noticed that I had the same glazed 

look as my friend.  Mmmm, I wondered, should I take the mirror? 

Moving is often mentioned in scripture under many different circumstances.  Abram (later called 

Abraham) moved many times, the first time from Haran to Canaan.  I wonder how many camels he 

loaded up, for he had accumulated much wealth and people who followed him.  Years later, he sent his 

servant out to find a wife for his son Isaac.  Genesis Chapter 24 records the amazing story how Rebekah 

was the one found to be the right choice, She left in a few days with a stranger to marry someone she 

had never met.  A hasty move, depriving her mother of planning a wedding.  Because of news that the 

famine was over, Ruth and Naomi moved from their home in Moab.  They traveled with their meager 

possessions on foot back to Naomi's former home in Bethlehem.  Mary and Joseph left in the middle of 

the night for Egypt as God warned them of Herod's plan to kill Jesus, who was a supposed threat to his 

throne.  But the strangest move of all was Jonah's.  God told him to go to wicked and cruel Nineveh and 

preach to them.  He did not like that idea and instead boarded a ship going in the opposite direction.  

During a terrible storm, he was thrown overboard and swallowed by a great fish.  Several days later, the 

fish spit him out near Nineveh.  He arrived a “bit smelly,” and decided to obey God.  A moving van now 

does not sound so bad. 

So now as I attempt to filter out the wants from the necessities (I use that term loosely), all of us Movers 

can learn from the Apostle Paul as he gives wise advice that can be applied to moving.  However, do not 

forget to take your Bible.  You will need it. 

“I have learned to be content in whatever state I am in.” - Philippians 4:11 

 “Be generous and ready to share.”  - I Timothy 6:18  
 

 



  

Worship Services 
On-Site Sunday Worship 

8:30am Traditional 

10:30am Contemporary 
 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s App, YouTube Channel and 

Facebook Page  
 

Sunday Bible Studies  
Adult Bible Studies 

9:45-10:30am  
 

HSYM/JYM  
9:45am  

 

 KidZone and Nursery 
During the 10:30am Service 

 

Wednesday Bible Studies 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

10:00am, Gathering Room 

Wednesday Night Bible Studies 
6:30pm, Bible Study 

7:00pm, Zoom Study 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
6:30pm, Women’s Study,  

Gathering Room 
 

Prayer Group 
2:30pm, Mondays, at the  

Klein Residence 
 

Church Calendar 
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-

calendar 
 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf 
e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran 

Messenger,” please send your request with your 
name and e-mail address to 

enews@peaceshelby.org. 
 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

     Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 
Michael Nelson, Principal 
John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 
Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 
Cindy Almstadt, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 
Jason Abele, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Judy Franckiewicz, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 
Tom McClelland, Board of Christian Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Michael Nelson, Principal 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 
Ronda Spalding, Lutheran Special Education Ministry 

Andrea Reed, 8th Grade Teacher 
Kathy Schurig, 7th Grade Teacher 
Heather Abele, 6th Grade Teacher  

Ruth Smigielski, 5th Grade Teacher 
Carolyn Zuccherino, 4th Grade Teacher 

Janel Stier, 3rd Grade Teacher 
Marisol Nieto, 3rd Grade Teaching Assistant 

Heidi Chaplin, 2nd Grade Teacher  
Lana McIntosh, 2nd Grade Teaching Assistant 

 Erin Geffert, 1st Grade Teacher 
Mel Sledzinski & Karin Sparks, 1st Grade Teaching Assistant 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 
Erin Olsen & Gail Willemsen, Kindergarten Teaching Assistants 
Preschool Staff:  Jessica Bailey, Josie Docherty, Dena Galovich, 

Lisa Johnson, Melissa Jones, Michelle Jones,  Heather Lewis, 
Kaitlin Lewis, Susan Muraszewski, Sadie Schwark,  

Lydia Tomczyk, Sandra Vitale, Janice Yizze 
Latchkey: Ashley Abele, Rebecca Polchowski, Suzette Quail  

Lunch Coordinator: Jennifer McCoy 
 

Office Assistants: Kim Domerese, Sarah Johnson, 
 Talayna Redford 

Financial Accounts Manager: Diane Dawson 
Deacon: Deacon Jim Schurig 

Media Liaison: Jessica Franckiewicz 
Website and App Maintenance: Jackie Pilan 

Organist: Mark Holz     Praise Team Lead: Stacy Babich 
 

Contact Information 
Office: 586-731-4120      Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 
 

 
Office Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm 
 

Peace Lutheran Church and School 
6580 24-Mile Road  Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org
http://www.peaceshelby.org/

