
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
October is special for Lutherans, especially, 

October 31.  Yes, it is Halloween, but it is special 

for Lutherans because we celebrate what took 

place on October 31, 1517 – We remember, 

Reformation Day. 

It is on that day that Martin Luther posted his 95 

Thesis in Wittenberg, Germany, beginning the 

Reformation.  But the Reformation is not really 

about the 95 Thesis, or Martin Luther, or the Indulgences being sold.  

The Reformation is all about – Jesus!  

At the heart of the Reformation, is Jesus and the Gospel.  That we 

are sinners and we cannot make ourselves, right with God.  Our good 

works or good intentions, our religious activities, none of them can 

remove our sin.  Our hope is found in Jesus, who lived a perfect life 

for us, and then, suffered and died on the cross to pay for our sins.  

This is the message of the Reformation – it is the Message of the 

Gospel!  

The Apostle Paul put it best in Ephesians 2:8-9 – “It is by grace you 

have been saved, through faith — and this is not from yourselves, it 

is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.” 

Happy Reformation Day! 

Pastor Klemm  
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A Message from Our Deacon… 
 

Happy October!  I love this month.  We get to see the beauty that God reveals in 
color in His nature!  We are in the middle of our church-wide Bible study.  I 
looked at the church and school calendar.  We have a lot going on!  I see 

many sports activities; God has blessed our kids with the ability to run, 
jump, and play; for that, we thank Him!  Children are going on class field 
trips – allowing them to learn outside of the classroom.  We have a special 
Children’s Worship Service, a great time to invite children who do not 
even go to Peace, to learn more about their Savior.  At the end of the 
month, we see Halloween, we claim this time for our God.  On that same 

day, is Reformation Day.  We, as Lutheran’s, are happy to remember Dr. 
Martin Luther.  He was very instrumental in bringing the church back to the 

Bible.  He translated the whole Bible into the language of the people.  That way, 
the common people could read their Bible and learn how much God loves them.  On October 31, 
1517, Dr. Luther nailed a list of topics that he wanted to discuss.  He posted this list on the door of 
the church – kinda like a bulletin board.  That got lots of people talking!  We thank God for the gift of 
the Bible.  I encourage you to pick up your copy of the Bible and discover the amazing love of our 
God!  Shalom, Shalom! 
 
Serving Jesus and His People!  
 
Deacon Jim Schurig 
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 

I cannot believe we are more than halfway through the first quarter.  It has been 
a wild ride, complete with a high wind emergency situation with a power 
failure.  Our students and teachers handled the interruption extremely well 

and I am very appreciative of our parents who understood our slow way 
of getting information out to them.  It truly is a blessing to be here at 
Peace. 

October is a busy month for our students.  Orchard field trips, the 
conclusion of fall sports, and of course our Trunk or Treat fill our 
calendar to the brim.  This year, our staff is attending the MANS Unity 

Conference in Grand Rapids, MI.  This conference brings together 
teachers from all non-public schools to discuss the importance of Christ 

centered education and what we can do to serve God at our 
schools.  Please keep us in your prayers as we travel October 14-16. 

This month, we are highlighting our 4th Grade teacher, Mrs. Zuccherino.  With 19 years of teaching 
experience under her belt, Mrs. Zuccherino brings both deep expertise and a heartfelt passion to 
her 4th Grade classroom.  Her favorite aspect of teaching is building meaningful relationships with 
her students and creating a supportive space where every child feels valued.  Over the last 14 
years, her connection to the Peace community has grown across many roles — as a parent, PTL 
member, substitute teacher, and 
now in her fourth year as a full-
time 4th-grade teacher. 

For Mrs. Zuccherino, the best 
part about Peace is its uniquely 
peaceful, family-like environment 
that makes the school feel like a 
second home.  I am personally 
so grateful for her endless 
enthusiasm and her constant 
willingness to step in and make 
learning and working together 
fun for both her students and 
fellow teachers.  When she is not 
in the classroom guiding her 
students, you can find her 
enjoying her favorite hobbies 
outside of school, which include shopping, cooking, reading, and swimming. 

Michael Nelson 
Principal 
 

 

 

What distinguishes the Christians is not the ills they suffer, but the way they suffer their 

ills. —St. Augustine      (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com) 

 
  

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/
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A Message from Our E.C. Director… 
 

Fall Fun Is in the Air at Peace Lutheran Preschool! 

October is here, and with it comes cooler weather, colorful leaves, football, 
cider, and donuts!  Our preschool students are ready to enjoy some of the 
very best things about fall while learning, exploring, and making memories 

together. 

Our preschoolers will be heading to the orchard for a special fall 
adventure!  Students will have the opportunity to pick apples, enjoy a 
wagon ride, and, of course, savor a delicious cider and donut treat.  We 
love taking learning outside the classroom and giving our students hands-

on experiences that they can talk about and enjoy together. 

October will also bring an exciting opportunity to learn about community 
helpers!  We are thrilled to welcome the Shelby Township Fire Department to our 

campus.  Our students will get an up-close look at a fire engine and learn about the important 
equipment firefighters use to help keep our community safe.  We are grateful to the firefighters who 
take the time to visit and help our children learn about fire safety!  

Mark your calendars and join us for our Children's Worship Service on October 10, at 5:00 PM!  
This interactive family service is designed especially for families and children.  Our preschool 
students will have the opportunity to dazzle you with worship songs they have been learning in the 
classroom!  We cannot wait to see them share their joy and love for Jesus. 

Following the service, we will gather in the gym for a time of fellowship featuring pizza, cider, and—
you guessed it—more donuts!  We hope you and your family will join us for this special evening 
together. 

Our preschool lead teaching staff will also be traveling to Grand Rapids for the Unity Conference, 
where they will continue their professional development and learn alongside fellow Lutheran 
educators from across Michigan.  We are thankful for opportunities like this that allow our teachers 
to grow professionally, share ideas, and bring new inspiration back to our classrooms. 

We are so grateful for the continued support of our Peace Lutheran congregation.  Your prayers, 
encouragement, generosity, and partnership make it possible 
for our preschool ministry to continue growing and serving 
children and families in our community. 

Thank you for helping us create a place where children can 
learn, grow, and experience God’s love each and every day.  
We are blessed to do this ministry together!  

Blessings, 
 
Suzette Quail 
Early Childhood Director 
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A Message from the Editor… 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
Did you know that October is Church Worker Appreciation Month?  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Pastor Klemm, Holly Nelson, our office 
staff, and our church and board leaders for all they do in helping us grow in 
our personal relationship with Jesus Christ and each other.  You are all a true 
blessing from God!  Here are some suggestions to express your appreciation 

to our church workers: https://resources.lcms.org/general/ways-to-show-your-gratitude-and-
support-for-church-workers/.  
 
Jackie Pilan  
 
PS: The deadline for November’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Monday, October 20. 
 
 

Board and Ministry News… 
 

 

 
Join us on Saturday, October 10, for a special worship service for all our Peace families.  This 
special service is geared toward preschool and kindergarten children.  Invite your friends, family 
and your neighbors.  The service will begin at 5:00pm in the sanctuary with refreshments to follow. 
 

https://resources.lcms.org/general/ways-to-show-your-gratitude-and-support-for-church-workers/
https://resources.lcms.org/general/ways-to-show-your-gratitude-and-support-for-church-workers/
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Coat, Hat Mitten and 

Scarf Drive 
October 11-25, 2026 

Peace is holding a Coat, Hat, Mitten and 
Scarf drive to provide for those in need this 
winter.  We are collecting NEW coats, hats, 
mittens and scarves in all sizes (newborn to 
adult) to benefit Friends of Foster Kids in 
Shelby Township.  Donations will be 
collected Sunday, October 11 through 
Sunday, October 25, and can be dropped 
off in the designated bins in the school 
lobby or gathering room.  Thank you for 
helping those in need.  
 
If you have questions please contact the 
Board of Christian Care 
at christiancare@peaceshelby.org.  
 

 

 

60+ Group Trip 
October 15, 2026 

Join us on THURSDAY, October 15, for a 
day trip to Frankenmuth!  We will visit 
Bronner's Christmas Wonderland, History 
Museum and tour St. Lorenz Church.  We 
will also enjoy lunch at Zehnder's 
Restaurant.  Transportation from Peace will 
be provided; departure time is to be 
determined.  Space is limited, so please 
RSVP to Karen at 586-350-8442 to reserve 
your spot.   

 

 

mailto:christiancare@peaceshelby.org
tel:(586)%20350-8442
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GriefShare Grief Support Group 
Please continue to pray for GriefShare and its participants as they navigate 
through the 13 weeks of Christ-centered support for the emotions and grief 
they are dealing with after the passing of a loved one!  If anyone is still 
interested in learning more or possibly joining, please contact through 
Peace’s website at https://www.peaceshelby.org/griefshare-group. 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/griefshare-group
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CELEBRATE 
By Beverly Porter 

 
I have been giving much thought to the word Celebrate.  To celebrate is a 
more refined way to say, “Let's party”. 
 
Our country does a lot of celebrating; almost every month has a holiday or 
reason to celebrate.  January, however, hardly qualifies.  Most of the 
celebrating for New Year’s Day, January 1st, is done on December 31, New 
Year’s Eve.  Since the long month of January has no other official celebration 
days, may I suggest that my birthday could fill in the gap?  When I turned 70, I 
became an expert at birthday celebration.  I stretched out the one-day event to 
eight celebrations.  So you see, I do make the most of my significant day.  
February celebrates Valentine’s Day, March  St. Patrick's Day, April Easter, 
May Mother's Day and Memorial Day, June Father's Day, and July July 4th 
(birth of our country).  August has no official celebration, but moms probably 
celebrate their children returning to school.  Our family fills up the month with 

multiple birthdays and anniversaries.  September celebrates Labor Day and Grandparent's Day.  
October has a secular and religious celebration...Halloween and Reformation.  November's 
Thanksgiving boasts of the biggest travel day in the year to celebrate this favorite holiday.  December 
has Christmas and all of its accompanying days to celebrate as well as the Jewish festival, Hanukkah, 
rounding out the calendar for celebrations.  I must stand corrected for the month of January.  I forgot 
Martin Luther King Day. 
 
The theme of celebration often appears in scripture, especially in the Old Testament.  There were seven 
feast days and three pilgrim festivals.  Each festival connected an important moment in history or a 
seasonal harvest.  The most widely recognized is Passover.  After the Israelites crossed over the 
Jordan River, they set up twelve large stones (each one representing the twelve tribes) to 
commemorate their safe crossing.  A reason to celebrate (Joshua 4).  The angels celebrated the birth of 
Jesus as the heavenly choir burst forth in glory at his arrival (Luke 2: 13-14).  The angels celebrate in 
heaven when one sinner repents and becomes a member of the family of God (Luke 15:10).  So many 
reasons to celebrate life, our spiritual heritage, and personal events. 
 
I have participated in many celebrations, but to be completely honest, a celebration spirit gets harder 
with each passing year.  Death or debilitating illness has claimed some of my family and friends in their 
70's.  Now that I have entered the next decade of life, not only have I lost dear people, but my own life 
has changed as a result of an accident.  I can be quickly overwhelmed with sorrow if I dwell on what I 
can no longer do or be envious of those who still can.  I am reminded that each phase of life has 
reasons to celebrate, but we might have to look for them or remember the former ones that caused us 
to once celebrate.  For example, a friend recently showed me a very elegant evening bag.  I admired 
the fine workmanship and creativity and was very surprised when she told me to look inside.  I 
discovered that I had made the bag years ago, for there was my name claiming ownership.  I had given 
it to her years ago as a gift and now I can thank the Lord for giving me that talent.  It causes me to re-
celebrate the past as I incorporate it into the present. 
 
We always have reasons to celebrate, even though our circumstances may change.  But the highest 
moment of celebration will be when we hear these words from the Lord: 
 
“Well done good and faithful servant” Matthew 25: 23 
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Worship Services 
On-Site Sunday Worship 

8:30am Traditional 

10:30am Contemporary 
 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s App, YouTube Channel and 

Facebook Page  
 

Sunday Bible Studies  
Adult Bible Studies 

9:45-10:30am  

6:30pm 
 

HSYM/JYM  
9:45am  

 

 KidZone and Nursery 
During the 10:30am Service 

 

Monday Bible Study 
6:30pm 

 

Tuesday Bible Studies 
9:05am, 6:30pm 

 

Wednesday Bible Studies 
10:00am, Gathering Room 

6:30pm, Bible Study 

7:00pm, Zoom Study 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
6:30pm 

 

Prayer Group 
2:30pm, Mondays, at the  

Klein Residence 
 

Church Calendar 
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-

calendar 
 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf 
e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran 
Messenger,” please send your request with your 

name and e-mail address to 
enews@peaceshelby.org. 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

     Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 
Michael Nelson, Principal 
John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 
Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 
Cindy Almstadt, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 
Jason Abele, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Judy Franckiewicz, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 
Tom McClelland, Board of Christian Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Michael Nelson, Principal 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 
Ronda Spalding, Lutheran Special Education Ministry 

Andrea Reed, 8th Grade Teacher 
Kathy Schurig, 7th Grade Teacher 
Heather Abele, 6th Grade Teacher  

Ruth Smigielski, 5th Grade Teacher 
Carolyn Zuccherino, 4th Grade Teacher 

Janel Stier, 3rd Grade Teacher 
Marisol Nieto, 3rd Grade Teaching Assistant 

Heidi Chaplin, 2nd Grade Teacher  
Lana McIntosh, 2nd Grade Teaching Assistant 

 Erin Geffert, 1st Grade Teacher 
Mel Sledzinski & Karin Sparks, 1st Grade Teaching Assistant 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 
Erin Olsen & Gail Willemsen, Kindergarten Teaching Assistants 
Preschool Staff:  Jessica Bailey, Emily Cisneros, Josie Docherty, , 

Lisa Johnson, Melissa Jones, Michelle Jones,  Heather Lewis, 
Kaitlin Lewis, Heather Maes, Susan Muraszewski, 

Sadie Schwark, Lydia Tomczyk, Sandra Vitale, Janice Yizze 
Latchkey: Rebecca Polchowski, Suzette Quail, Claire Sarzynski 

Lunch Coordinator: Jennifer McCoy 
 

Office Assistants: Kim Domerese, Candy Orvelo, 
 Talayna Redford 

Financial Accounts Manager: Diane Dawson 
Deacon: Deacon Jim Schurig 

Media Liaison: Jessica Franckiewicz 
Website and App Maintenance: Jackie Pilan 

Organist: Mark Holz     Praise Team Lead: Stacy Babich 
 

Contact Information 
Office: 586-731-4120      Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 
 

 
Office Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm 
Peace Lutheran Church and School 

6580 24-Mile Road  Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org
http://www.peaceshelby.org/

